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This study analyzes the social and economic characteristics of youth in the Region VII 
Workforce Investment Area of West Virginia. A youth in this study is loosely defined as an 
individual aged between 14-21 years. Region VII is one of the seven delivery areas in West 
Virginia as defined by the state’s Workforce Investment Board (WIB), and includes the 
Eastern Panhandle counties of Berkeley, Jefferson, and Morgan, as well as the Potomac 
Highlands counties of Grant, Hardy, Hampshire, Mineral, and Pendleton. 
 
This study examines the characteristics of youth in terms of their total population, school 
enrollment, employment status, and educational attainment. It also looks at the associated 
family income and educational attainment because these influence youth performance. 
 
From 1990 to 2000, the population aged 14-21 years in Region VII rose from 21,152 to 
22,486, or an increase of 6.3 percent. This increase was accompanied by a 18.1 percent rise 
in the overall population. In contrast, during the same period, the state experienced a decline 
in the youth population of 8.9 percent, and a minor population gain of only 0.8 percent. The 
increase in youth residents in Region VII was concentrated solely in the Eastern Panhandle 
region. The Potomac Highlands region lost residents in the 14-21 age group.  
 
In 2000, there were more Region VII youth aged 16-19 enrolled in school than in 1990. 
However, the increase in the number of enrollments occurred in the Eastern Panhandle, while 
that in the Potomac Highlands declined. The Region VII school enrollment rate in 2000 (74.6 
percent) was still well below the state (79.2 percent) and national (80.2 percent) rate.  
 
Of the Region VII youth not enrolled in school in 2000, 68.9 percent entered the labor force. 
This was the same as the national average, but well above the state average of 62.7 percent. 
More importantly, of those not enrolled in school, 59.5 percent were employed, which was 
moderately above the nation’s 54.6 percent, but well above the state’s 45.6 percent. This 
suggests that the region’s youth were more successful in the labor market than were the 
state’s out-of-school youth. 
 
The region’s college level educational attainment of youth aged 18-24 years, measured by the 
share with some college education or associate degree, was 28.5 percent in 2000. This was 
well below the state average of 38.3 percent and the national average of 38.4 percent. In 
terms of the share with bachelor’s degree or higher, Region VII registered 4.1 percent share, 
which was just below the state average of 5.6 percent, and well below the national average of 
7.8 percent. At the sub region level the educational attainment for this age group in the 
Eastern Panhandle region was about the same as that in the Potomac Highlands region.  
 
For population aged 25 years or older, the educational attainment in Region VII, measured by 
the share of residents with a high school degree or less, was 64.9 percent. That was about the 
same as the state average of 64.2 percent, but well above the national rate of 48.2 percent. In 
terms of the share of residents with at least a bachelor’s degree, Region VII registered 14.5 
percent, which was about the same as the state average of 14.8 percent, but much lower than 
the national average of 24.4 percent. Overall educational attainment in the Region VII was 
comparable to the state average, but well below the national average. 
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In 2000, the Eastern Panhandle recorded 21.9 percent of population with some college 
education or associate degree, which was just above the state average of 21.0 percent, but 
well above that in the Potomac Highland of 18.4 percent. More importantly, the Eastern 
Panhandle registered 16.7 percent of the population with bachelor’s degree or higher, which 
was higher than the state average of 14.8 percent, and much higher than that of the Potomac 
Highlands (11.1 percent). 
 
One important determinant of youth educational attainment is their family income. In 1990, 
the majority of poor youth (54.2 percent) did not even graduate from high school, and only 
5.4 percent acquired some college education or higher. On the other hand, the majority of 
non-poor youth (61.0 percent) graduated from high school, and 10.1 percent attained some 
college education or higher. These numbers show that family income significantly affects 
youth educational attainment. 
 
Family type could also affect children’s performance. Children from single-parent families 
may not have as many options of career paths or education as those coming from a more 
stable background of married-couple families. In 2000, 19.7 percent (11,685) of the family 
households in Region VII were single-parent families, an increase from 16.1 percent in 1990. 
This was just below the share in the state (20.6 percent), but well below that in the nation 
(23.3 percent). In 2000, of all the single-parent families in Region VII, 25.7 percent were 
poor, which was much better in the state (32.4 percent), although was still slightly larger than 
in the nation (23.2 percent). However, from 1990 to 2000, unlike the state and the nation, the 
share of the poor single-parent families in Region VII increased by 0.6 percentage points, 
while in the state and the nation fell by 3.7 and 4.1 percentage points, respectively. 
 
From 1990 to 2000, the number of married-couple family households in Region VII 
increased from 42,069 to 47,596 families. In 1990, 7.2 percent of the married couple families 
in Region VII were poor, which was better than the state (11.6 percent), although still slightly 
larger than the nation (5.5 percent). Within the decade all these regions slightly reduced the 
share of the poor married-couple families by a few percentage points.  
 
Another way to see the socioeconomic status of family households is by looking at their 
median family income. The study found that counties in the Eastern Panhandle region 
recorded higher median income than counties in the Potomac Highlands region and the state, 
regardless of the family type. In 2000, the median family income in the Eastern Panhandle 
ranged from over $40,000 to over $50,000, higher than in the Potomac Highlands region, 
which ranged from nearly $34,000 to nearly $38,000. Jefferson County had outgrown other 
regions by registering a 47.2 percent increase in the median income from 1990 to 2000. In 
2000 the median family income in Jefferson County ($51,351) was even higher than that in 
the nation ($50,046). 
 
The study also found that the median income for the married-couple families ranged from 
about 1.5 to over 2 times of that for the single-parent families. This is such a significant 
difference, suggesting that single-parent families have much higher likelihood to become 




This study analyzes the social and economic characteristics of youth in Region VII 
Workforce Investment Area of West Virginia. A youth in this study is loosely defined as an 
individual aged between 14-21 years. However, depending on the data availability, some 
descriptions in this report may not refer to that specific age group, referring to nearby age 
groups instead.  
 
Region VII is one of the seven delivery areas in West Virginia as defined by the state’s 
Workforce Investment Board (WIB). In this report, Region VII comprises two sub-regions: 
the Eastern Panhandle region, consisting of Berkeley, Jefferson, and Morgan Counties; and 
the Potomac Highlands region, consisting of Grant, Hardy, Hampshire, Mineral, and 
Pendleton Counties. Figure 1 contains a map of the seven workforce investment areas.  
 
This study examines the characteristics of youth, in terms of their share in the total 
population, school enrollment, employment status, educational attainment, and poverty 
status.  This study also looks at the characteristics of the family households. More 
specifically, it looks at the family income (poverty level) and educational attainment because 
they could affect the youth’s performance. 
Identifying current youth socio-economic status, skills, and problems will help policy makers 
better anticipate trends and prepare programs to improve youth performance. It is crucial for 
local governments to design effective development programs for youth workforce. Such 
programs improve the quality of the youth workforce, which in turn promises a higher 





In 2000, there were 22,486 youth aged 14-21 years living in Region VII, with 63.9 percent of 
them (14,374) in the Eastern Panhandle region, and the rest (8,112 or 36.1 percent) in the 
Potomac Highlands region. Of the counties in the Eastern Panhandle region, Berkeley 
County had the most youth residents (with 8,014). Martinsburg was the Eastern Panhandle 
city with the most youth residents (1,487). Of the five Potomac Highlands region counties, 
Mineral County had the most youth residents in 2000 (with 3,020) and Keyser had the most 
youth residents (785) of any city in the region. Tables 1 and 2 summarize the number of 
youth residents by county and city for 1990 and 2000. 
 
From 1990 to 2000, Region VII gained 1,334 youth residents, an increase of 6.3 percent. In 
contrast, the state lost 19,764 youth residents, a decline of 8.9 percent. The youth gain in 
Region VII was accompanied by a population gain of 18.1 percent, a much larger gain than 
the nation (13.2 percent), let alone the state (only 0.8 percent). 
 
However, the growth of youth residents in Region VII occurred only in the Eastern 
Panhandle region, as the Potomac Highlands region lost residents in the 14-21 age group 
during the decade. The Eastern Panhandle region added youth residents at a 15.5 percent rate, 
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while the Potomac Highlands region lost youth residents at a 6.8 percent rate, as Figure 2 
shows. In addition, the Eastern Panhandle also registered the highest population gain of 24.0 
percent, well above that of the Potomac Highland region of 9.3 percent. 
 
 










Table 1. Population Aged 14-21 Years by Single Year Age and by Region, 1990 
 
Source: STF-1 Census 1990, U.S. Census Bureau. 
Region 14 years 15 years 16 years 17 years 18 years 19 years 20 years 21 years
Region VII 2,444 2,571 2,610 2,639 2,725 3,019 2,683 2,461 21,152 179,961
West Virginia 26,214 27,256 26,859 28,116 29,023 30,801 27,439 25,302 221,010 1,793,477
United States 3,243,107 3,321,609 3,304,890 3,410,062 3,641,238 4,076,216 4,009,414 3,817,220 28,823,756 248,709,873
Eastern Panhandle Region 1,403 1,511 1,492 1,513 1,635 1,730 1,634 1,529 12,447 107,307
   Berkeley County, West Virginia 788 862 812 795 783 795 788 756 6,379 59,253
   Jefferson County, West Virginia 458 502 520 554 699 783 719 650 4,885 35,926
   Morgan County, West Virginia 157 147 160 164 153 152 127 123 1,183 12,128
Potomac Highlands Region 1,041 1,060 1,118 1,126 1,090 1,289 1,049 932 8,705 72,654
   Grant County, West Virginia 158 149 182 180 149 160 146 117 1,241 10,428
   Hampshire County, West Virginia 248 240 277 254 228 257 234 238 1,976 16,498
   Hardy County, West Virginia 149 153 170 149 135 150 142 128 1,176 10,977
   Mineral County, West Virginia 377 415 399 432 490 623 430 351 3,517 26,697
   Pendleton County, West Virginia 109 103 90 111 88 99 97 98 795 8,054
Major Cities in Eastern Panhandle Region
     Bath (Berkeley Springs), Morgan, W. Va. 12 3 6 2 5 15 11 2 56 735
     Bolivar town, Jefferson, W. Va. 10 13 12 6 10 12 9 16 88 1,013
     Charles Town city, Jefferson, W.Va. 36 33 43 33 37 42 40 37 301 3,122
     Corporation of Ranson town, Jefferson, W. Va. 39 37 37 41 55 42 58 54 363 2,890
     Inwood CDP, Berkeley, W. Va. 14 17 14 22 21 15 20 14 137 1,360
     Martinsburg city, Berkeley, W. Va. 160 166 181 172 165 177 183 187 1,391 14,073
Major Cities in Potomac Highlands Region
     Fort Ashby CDP, Mineral, W. Va. 24 19 21 21 18 13 10 11 137 1,288
     Franklin Town, Pendleton, W. Va. 7 7 4 9 5 9 8 12 61 914
     Keyser city, Mineral, W. Va. 72 77 75 79 196 268 137 85 989 5,870
     Moorefield town, Hardy, W. Va. 22 32 28 25 22 38 30 24 221 2,148
     Petersburg city, Grant, W. Va. 24 20 26 35 23 40 30 27 225 2,360
     Piedmont town, Mineral, W. Va. 14 14 9 9 17 18 14 17 112 1,094
     Romney city, Hampshire, W. Va. 30 25 35 46 37 29 36 25 263 1,966





Table 2. Population Aged 14-21 Years by Single Year Age and by Region, 2000 
 
Source: STF-1 Census 2000, U.S. Census Bureau. 
Region 14 years 15 years 16 years 17 years 18 years 19 years 20 years 21 years
Region VII 3,005 2,923 2,927 2,968 2,901 2,673 2,636 2,453 22,486 212,483
West Virginia 23,869 23,837 23,996 25,423 25,486 26,836 26,749 25,050 201,246 1,808,344
United States 4,052,231 4,019,404 3,975,021 4,046,012 4,051,598 4,127,855 4,049,448 3,841,082 32,162,651 281,421,906
Eastern Panhandle Region 1,875 1,866 1,877 1,903 1,791 1,745 1,703 1,614 14,374 133,038
   Berkeley County, West Virginia 1,120 1,115 1,116 1,105 964 881 882 831 8,014 75,905
   Jefferson County, West Virginia 553 568 587 608 680 731 674 652 5,053 42,190
   Morgan County, West Virginia 202 183 174 190 147 133 147 131 1,307 14,943
Potomac Highlands Region 1,130 1,057 1,050 1,065 1,110 928 933 839 8,112 79,445
   Grant County, West Virginia 159 140 137 145 141 95 119 131 1,067 11,299
   Hampshire County, West Virginia 312 283 301 305 278 185 207 203 2,074 20,203
   Hardy County, West Virginia 175 166 147 138 174 130 122 141 1,193 12,669
   Mineral County, West Virginia 381 368 363 378 423 443 385 279 3,020 27,078
   Pendleton County, West Virginia 103 100 102 99 94 75 100 85 758 8,196
Major Cities in Eastern Panhandle Region
     Bath (Berkeley Springs), Morgan, W. Va. 9 6 7 3 12 11 9 8 65 663
     Bolivar town, Jefferson, W. Va. 15 10 19 21 7 11 10 18 111 1,045
     Charles Town city, Jefferson, W.Va. 27 41 38 36 41 43 31 33 290 2,907
     Corporation of Ranson town, Jefferson, W. Va. 29 38 36 44 51 39 38 42 317 2,951
     Inwood CDP, Berkeley, W. Va. 26 25 37 29 24 26 23 20 210 2,084
     Martinsburg city, Berkeley, W. Va. 183 163 182 198 182 179 211 189 1,487 14,972
Major Cities in Potomac Highlands Region
     Fort Ashby CDP, Mineral, W. Va. 23 23 15 13 18 11 15 11 129 1,354
     Franklin Town, Pendleton, W. Va. 13 10 3 11 13 5 6 5 66 797
     Keyser city, Mineral, W. Va. 53 63 60 65 123 183 155 83 785 5,303
     Moorefield town, Hardy, W. Va. 25 22 22 23 43 34 26 40 235 2,375
     Petersburg city, Grant, W. Va. 21 28 30 20 34 21 30 35 219 2,423
     Piedmont town, Mineral, W. Va. 20 13 18 17 19 17 11 10 125 1,014
     Romney city, Hampshire, W. Va. 47 29 32 39 30 17 31 19 244 1,940





Source: Computed from STF-1 Census 1990 and STF-1 Census 2000, U.S. Bureau of Census. 
 
Youth School Enrollment and Employment Status 
Youth aged 16-19 years are at a crucial juncture in their lives. Some might choose to 
attend high school or college, others might decide to leave school and enter the job 
market. Table 3 shows the school enrollment rate by region, representing the share of 
people within the age group of 16-19 years that were enrolled in any type of school 
including secondary schools or college. Given the age group, however, most of them 
were enrolled in high school.  
 
In 1990, the school enrollment rate in Region VII was 72.8 percent, well below 
comparable state and national rates. From 1990 to 2000 the rates in Region VII, the state 
and the nation, increased by about the same amount. In 2000, Region VII recorded a 
school enrollment rate of 74.6 percent. This rate remained well below the state rate (79.2 
percent) and the national rate (80.2 percent).  
 
Enrollment in the Potomac Highlands region fell by 407 persons from 1990 to 2000. On 
the other hand, enrollment in the Eastern Panhandle region increased by 796. Despite the 
fall--the number of youth in the region fell even more--the school enrollment rate in the 
Potomac Highlands region increased, from 76.8 percent to 79.3. In 2000, the school 


































Figure 2: Percent Change of Youth and Total Population 
From 1990 to 2000
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enrollment rate in the Eastern Panhandle region was also higher than in 1990, at 72.0 
percent. 
 
With the school enrollment rates in all regions below 80.0 percent, it means that more 
than 20.0 percent of this youth were not enrolled in school in 2000. They could choose 
either to enter or not to enter the labor force. If they entered the labor force, some might 
get jobs some might not. Table 4 describes the situation. In all regions, most of the youth 
decided to enter the labor force. Region VII registered 68.9 percent youth entering the 
labor force in 2000, the same as the national rate (68.9 percent) and larger than the state 
rate (62.7 percent). However, relatively more youth got jobs in Region VII than in the 
state and the nation. In fact, 59.5 percent of the youth not enrolled in school in Region 
VII got jobs. For the nation, 54.6 percent got jobs, while in the state only 45.6 percent 
found employment.  Overall this suggests that out-of-school youth in Region VII were 
more successful in finding employment, than were youth in the nation and the state. 
 
Table 3: School Enrollment of Youth Aged 16-19 Years, 1990 and 2000 
 









in School 1990 2000
Region VII 7,895 2,954 8,284 2,824 72.8 74.6
West Virginia 89,026 25,379 78,718 20,623 77.8 79.2
United States 11,052,891 3,094,382 12,695,865 3,131,980 78.1 80.2
Eastern Panhandle region 4,357 1,886 5,153 2,008 69.8 72.0
  Berkeley  2,126 1,017 2,741 1,296 67.6 67.9
  Jefferson  1,839 663 1,965 591 73.5 76.9
  Morgan  392 206 447 121 65.6 78.7
Potomac Highlands region 3,538 1,068 3,131 816 76.8 79.3
  Grant  499 161 330 97 75.6 77.3
  Hampshire  704 280 818 221 71.5 78.7
  Hardy  449 144 439 135 75.7 76.5
  Mineral  1,638 363 1,288 288 81.9 81.7
  Pendleton  248 120 256 75 67.4 77.3
Major Cities in Eastern Panhandle
  Bath (Berkeley Springs), Morgan, W. Va. 10 17 26 17 37.0 60.5
  Bolivar town, Jefferson, W. Va. 20 22 49 19 47.6 72.1
  Charles Town city, Jefferson, W.Va. 91 14 127 44 86.7 74.3
  Corporation of Ranson town, Jefferson, W. Va. 122 97 147 99 55.7 59.8
  Inwood CDP, Berkeley, W. Va. 73 9 67 68 89.0 49.6
  Martinsburg city, Berkeley, W. Va. 489 209 493 229 70.1 68.3
Major Cities in Potomac Highlands
  Fort Ashby CDP, Mineral, W. Va. 59 14 35 8 80.8 81.4
  Franklin Town, Pendleton, W. Va. 16 12 28 9 57.1 75.7
  Keyser city, Mineral, W. Va. 601 47 376 39 92.7 90.6
  Moorefield town, Hardy, W. Va. 60 48 90 50 55.6 64.3
  Petersburg city, Grant, W. Va. 97 26 56 22 78.9 71.8
  Piedmont town, Mineral, W. Va. 37 14 48 18 72.5 72.7
  Romney city, Hampshire, W. Va. 105 51 126 7 67.3 94.7
Percent Enrolled / 
Pop Aged 16-19Census 1990 Census 2000
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Table 4. The Employment Status of Youth Aged 16-19 Years Not Enrolled in School, 
2000 
 
Source: STF-3 Census 1990 and STF-3 Census 2000, U.S. Census Bureau.  
Region Total Employed Not Empl. Total
Region VII 2,824 59.5 9.4 68.9 31.1
West Virginia 20,623 45.6 17.1 62.7 37.3
United States 3,131,980 54.6 14.3 68.9 31.1
Eastern Panhandle region 2,008 57.7 8.0 65.7 34.3
  Berkeley  1,296 49.1 8.3 57.3 42.7
  Jefferson  591 74.8 8.5 83.2 16.8
  Morgan  121 66.9 2.5 69.4 30.6
Potomac Highlands region 816 63.8 13.0 76.8 23.2
  Grant  97 80.4 5.2 85.6 14.4
  Hampshire  221 48.0 13.6 61.5 38.5
  Hardy  135 63.0 16.3 79.3 20.7
  Mineral  288 70.8 11.5 82.3 17.7
  Pendleton  75 64.0 21.3 85.3 14.7
Major Cities in Eastern Panhandle
  Bath (Berkeley Springs), Morgan, W. Va. 17 58.8 0.0 58.8 41.2
  Bolivar town, Jefferson, W. Va. 19 63.2 21.1 84.2 15.8
  Charles Town city, Jefferson, W.Va. 44 59.1 29.5 88.6 11.4
  Corporation of Ranson town, Jefferson, W. Va. 99 66.7 12.1 78.8 21.2
  Inwood CDP, Berkeley, W. Va. 68 72.1 0.0 72.1 27.9
  Martinsburg city, Berkeley, W. Va. 229 54.6 2.2 56.8 43.2
Major Cities in Potomac Highlands
  Fort Ashby CDP, Mineral, W. Va. 8 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
  Franklin Town, Pendleton, W. Va. 9 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
  Keyser city, Mineral, W. Va. 39 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
  Moorefield town, Hardy, W. Va. 50 70.0 20.0 90.0 10.0
  Petersburg city, Grant, W. Va. 22 86.4 13.6 100.0 0.0
  Piedmont town, Mineral, W. Va. 18 55.6 27.8 83.3 16.7
  Romney city, Hampshire, W. Va. 7 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
Youth not Enrolled in School, 2000




Educational attainment represents the highest level of education that an individual has 
completed. Educational attainment reflects skill potentials and is an important 
determinant of income levels. This section looks at the educational attainment of youth 
aged 18-24 years and of population aged 25 years or older. 
 
Youth aged 18-24 years are more likely to have completed their high school education. 
Some might still be enrolled in college education. For those still enrolled in college, by 
definition, their educational attainment is recorded as high school graduate. For that 
reason, the discussion of this age group is focused on two categories of educational 
attainment: some college or associate degree, and bachelor’s degree or higher. 
 
Table 5 shows that in 2000, college level educational attainment in Region VII, measured 
by the share of residents aged 18-24 years with some college education or associate 
degree, was 28.5 percent. This share was well below the state average of 38.3 percent and 
the national average of 38.4 percent. In terms of the share with bachelor’s degree or 
higher, Region VII registered 4.1 percent share. This was just below the state average of 
5.6 percent, but well below the national average of 7.8 percent. 
 
Looking further at the sub region level shows that the educational attainment in the 
Eastern Panhandle region was about the same as that in the Potomac Highlands region, 
for the 18-24 age group. The Eastern Panhandle region registered shares of 28.6 percent 
and 4.1 percent of residents with some college education or associate degree and with 
bachelor’s degree or higher, respectively. The Potomac Highlands region registered about 
the same shares of 28.3 percent and 3.9 percent, respectively. 
 
Unlike youth aged 18-24 years, residents aged 25 years or older are more likely to have 
completed their education, including a bachelor’s degree. If they are still enrolled they 
are more likely to be enrolled in graduate education. In that case, by definition, their 
educational attainment is recorded as bachelor’s degree. Table 5 shows that in 2000, 
educational attainment in Region VII, measured by the share of residents aged 25 years 
or older with high school degree or less, was 64.9 percent. That was about the same as the 
state average of 64.2 percent, but well above the national rate of 48.2 percent. The 
region’s college level educational attainment, measured by the share of the residents with 
some years of college education or associate degree, was 20.6 percent. This was about the 
same as the state average of 21.0 percent, but well below the national average of 27.4 
percent. More importantly, in terms of the share of residents with bachelor’s degree or 
higher, Region VII registered a 14.5 percent share. This was, again, about the same as the 
state average of 14.8 percent, but much lower than the national average of 24.4 percent. 
Overall the numbers confirm that the educational attainment in Region VII was 
comparable to the state average, but well below the national average. 
 
Looking at the data by sub region shows that the Eastern Panhandle region has higher 
levels of educational attainment than the Potomac Highlands region and even the state. 
The Eastern Panhandle region recorded 21.9 percent of population with some college 
education or associate degree. This was just above the state average of 21.0 percent, but 
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was well above the share in the Potomac Highland region of 18.4 percent. More 
importantly, the Eastern Panhandle region registered 16.7 percent of the population with 
bachelor’s degree or higher, which was higher than the state average of 14.8 percent, and 
much higher than that of the Potomac Highlands region (11.1 percent). 
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Table 5. Educational Attainment of Population Aged 18-24 Years and Population 25 Years or Older, 2000. 
 




















Region VII 25.2 42.3 28.5 4.1 23.6 41.3 20.6 14.5
West Virginia 21.8 34.3 38.3 5.6 24.8 39.4 21.0 14.8
United States 25.3 28.6 38.4 7.8 19.6 28.6 27.4 24.4
Eastern Panhandle region 26.5 40.8 28.6 4.1 22.2 39.2 21.9 16.7
  Berkeley  28.2 45.4 21.2 5.1 22.4 40.4 22.1 15.1
  Jefferson  22.9 32.7 41.5 2.9 21.0 34.7 22.8 21.6
  Morgan  30.9 46.3 19.7 3.1 24.2 46.0 18.6 11.2
Potomac Highlands region 22.8 45.0 28.3 3.9 25.8 44.7 18.4 11.1
  Grant  24.3 56.8 15.7 3.2 29.2 43.0 16.4 11.4
  Hampshire  31.3 46.6 19.1 3.0 28.7 44.2 15.8 11.3
  Hardy  25.3 51.4 21.0 2.3 29.7 44.6 16.2 9.4
  Mineral  15.5 38.0 41.4 5.1 19.7 46.4 22.2 11.7
  Pendleton  23.3 40.8 30.3 5.5 28.0 42.5 18.6 10.8
Major Cities in Eastern Panhandle
  Bath (Berkeley Springs), Morgan, W. Va. 47.5 36.1 8.2 8.2 22.4 39.3 24.1 14.1
  Bolivar town, Jefferson, W. Va. 19.0 57.1 17.9 6.0 23.4 35.9 18.6 22.1
  Charles Town city, Jefferson, W.Va. 33.0 44.9 22.1 0.0 27.5 30.3 17.4 24.9
  Corporation of Ranson town, Jefferson, W. Va. 43.9 34.5 13.7 8.0 27.7 52.4 15.9 4.0
  Inwood CDP, Berkeley, W. Va. 7.5 73.3 19.2 0.0 10.7 47.4 29.4 12.5
  Martinsburg city, Berkeley, W. Va. 32.8 37.3 22.2 7.7 25.6 35.7 24.0 14.8
Major Cities in Potomac Highlands
  Fort Ashby CDP, Mineral, W. Va. 24.3 68.9 6.8 0.0 18.3 48.2 20.6 13.0
  Franklin Town, Pendleton, W. Va. 38.0 30.0 32.0 0.0 15.0 41.2 23.4 20.3
  Keyser city, Mineral, W. Va. 7.3 26.1 61.6 5.0 21.3 44.2 22.3 12.2
  Moorefield town, Hardy, W. Va. 23.3 55.2 21.4 0.0 30.7 45.0 16.9 7.5
  Petersburg city, Grant, W. Va. 40.4 34.8 20.2 4.5 29.1 34.1 18.2 18.7
  Piedmont town, Mineral, W. Va. 29.5 51.3 16.7 2.6 26.7 54.9 15.3 3.1
  Romney city, Hampshire, W. Va. 45.5 25.2 21.1 8.1 29.7 35.3 13.5 21.5
Educational Attainment of Pop. 25 Years or OlderEducational Attainment of Pop. 18-24 Years
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Youth Educational Attainment and Poverty Level  
One important determinant of youth educational attainment is family income. Studies 
have found that the effect of family income on children’s educational attainment may 
operate through different channels. Parents can perceive children’s education as an 
investment. Thus, higher income families could invest more on their children’s education 
than lower income families. Family income also affects children’s health and nutrition, 
which in turn could affect their educational achievement. In addition, families with higher 
income also tend to be better educated. Well-educated parents are more likely to raise 
well-educated children.1 
 
Table 6 compares the educational attainment of youth aged 14-21 years in Region VII 
based on their family poverty level. Included in the table are only individuals who were 
not enrolled in school. Note that the data comes from the 1990 Census PUMS (Public 
Use Microdata Sample) 5 percent sample. The 2000 PUMS is not yet available. 
 
Let’s label those below the poverty level as poor and those above as non-poor. The table 
compares the difference in the educational attainment between poor youth and non-poor 
youth. The majority of poor youth (54.2 percent) did not even graduate from high school, 
40.5 percent graduated from high school, and only 5.4 percent attained some college 
education or higher. On the other hand, the majority of non-poor youth (61.0 percent) 
graduated from high school, only 28.8 percent did not graduate, and 6.4 percent attained 
some college education or higher, which was nearly two times higher of that of the poor 
youth. These numbers clearly show that family’s income significantly affect the youth 
educational attainment. 
 
Table 6: The Educational Attainment of the Youths Aged 14-21 Years Not Enrolled in 
School by Poverty Level, Region VII, 1990 
 
Source: Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS), 5 percent sample, U.S. Census Bureau. 
 
 
                                                 
1 Studies for examples are: 1) Becker, Gary and Tomes, Nigel. “Human Capital and the Rise and Fall of 
Families,” Journal of Labor Economics, July 1986, 4 (3, Part 2), pp. S1-39; 2) Haveman. R, Wolfe, B. and 
Spaulding, J. “The Determinants of Children’s Attainments: A Review of Methods and Findings,” Journal 
of Economic Literature, 1995, 33, pp. 1829-1878. 
Educational Attaiment Poor Non-Poor
Less then HS graduate 54.2 28.9
HS graduate 40.5 61.0
Some College or Associate Degree 5.4 9.6




Family Households by Family Type, Poverty Level, and Median Income 
Family structures have changed significantly over the years. With the restructuring of the 
traditional family units, the operations of the households have also changed. It is 
important to look at the structure of households closely because the characteristics of the 
family units determine various decisions in the lives of its children. Family economic 
status influences whether or not the children can afford college. Children from single-
parent families (headed by either a father or a mother without a spouse present) may not 
have as many options in selecting their career paths as those coming from a relatively 
more stable economic background of married-couple families. 
 
Single Parent Family Households 
From 1990 to 2000 the number of family households in Region VII rose from 50,138 to 
59,281. In 2000, 19.7 percent (11,685) of the family households were single-parent 
families, an increase from 16.1 percent in 1990 (Table 7). This was just below that in the 
state (20.6 percent), but well below that in the nation (23.3 percent). 
 
In 2000, of all the single-parent families in Region VII, 25.7 percent were poor. This was 
much lower than the share of poor in the state (32.4 percent), although it was still slightly 
larger than the share of the poor in the nation (23.2 percent). However, during the period 
from 1990 to 2000, unlike the state and the nation, Region VII experienced an increase in 
the share of the poor single-parent families by 0.6 percentage points, from 25.1 percent to 
25.7 percent. In contrast, the share of the poor single-parent families in the state fell by 
3.7 percentage points, and in the nation fell by 4.1 percentage points. 
 
Looking further at the trend by sub region shows that in 2000 the Eastern Panhandle 
region had slightly a larger share of single-parent families (20.5 percent) than the 
Potomac Highland region (18.4 percent). However, of all the single-parent families, there 
were relatively more poor single-parent families in the Potomac Highlands region (30.4 
percent) than in the Eastern Panhandle region (23.1 percent). Moreover, within the 
decade, the Eastern Panhandle region was able to reduce the share of poor single-parent 
families by 1.1 percentage points. On the other hand, the share in the Potomac Highlands 
region increased by 4.0 percentage points instead. 
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Table 7. Single-Parent Family Households by Poverty Status, 1990 and 2000. 
 
Source: STF-3 Census 1990 and STF-3 Census 2000, U.S. Census Bureau. 
 
 
Married Couple Family Households 
From 1990 to 2000, the number of married-couple family households in Region VII 
increased from 42,069 to 47,596 families. In 1990, 7.2 percent of the married couple 
families in Region VII were poor. This was better than the share of poor in the state (11.6 
percent), although still slightly larger than the share of poor in the nation (5.5 percent). 
From 1990 to 2000, all these regions were able to reduce the share of the poor married-
couple families. Region VII registered a reduction in the share of the poor by 1.8 
percentage points, lower than the reduction in the state (2.5 percentage points), and lager 
than that in the nation (0.6 points). 
 
In 2000, there were 29,076 married-couple families in the Eastern Panhandle region, and 
18,520 in the Potomac Highlands region. There were relatively more poor married-couple 
families in the Potomac Highlands region (7.2 percent) than in the Eastern Panhandle 
region (4.3 percent). From 1990 to 2000, both regions were able to reduce the share of 
the poor families. The Potomac Highland was to reduce the share of the poor married-
couple families to by 2.1 percentage points, slightly larger than the Eastern Panhandle 
region (1.5 percentage points). 
Region 1990 2000
Percentg. 
Point Chg. 1990 2000
Percentg. 
Point Chg.
Region VII 16.1 19.7 3.6 25.1 25.7 0.6
West Virginia 18.0 20.6 2.6 36.1 32.4 -3.7
United States 20.5 23.3 2.8 27.3 23.2 -4.1
Eastern Panhandle region 16.7 20.5 3.9 24.2 23.1 -1.1
  Berkeley  17.5 21.8 4.3 24.7 24.5 -0.1
  Jefferson  16.8 20.1 3.3 24.3 20.4 -4.0
  Morgan  12.7 15.6 2.9 20.4 22.4 2.0
Potomac Highlands region 15.3 18.4 3.1 26.4 30.4 4.0
  Grant  15.7 16.2 0.5 31.8 28.4 -3.4
  Hampshire  14.3 19.7 5.5 29.0 39.3 10.3
  Hardy  14.7 17.6 2.9 28.4 27.8 -0.5
  Mineral  16.0 18.4 2.3 24.2 28.0 3.9
  Pendleton  15.1 19.7 4.6 19.8 22.2 2.5
Major Cities in Eastern Panhandle
  Bath (Berkeley Springs), Morgan, W. Va. 26.5 30.5 4.0 38.6 14.0 -24.6
  Bolivar town, Jefferson, W. Va. 14.4 28.8 14.4 24.3 16.7 -7.7
  Charles Town city, Jefferson, W.Va. 26.1 28.5 2.4 35.0 29.3 -5.8
  Corporation of Ranson town, Jefferson, W. Va. 29.4 39.2 9.8 36.9 34.1 -2.8
  Inwood CDP, Berkeley, W. Va. 14.4 8.9 -5.5 0.0 27.8 27.8
  Martinsburg city, Berkeley, W. Va. 21.7 33.6 11.9 27.5 29.1 1.7
Major Cities in Potomac Highlands
  Fort Ashby CDP, Mineral, W. Va. 9.4 12.6 3.2 0.0 12.2 12.2
  Franklin Town, Pendleton, W. Va. 20.1 19.0 -1.1 23.9 24.4 0.5
  Keyser city, Mineral, W. Va. 22.9 28.0 5.2 25.8 37.8 12.0
  Moorefield town, Hardy, W. Va. 22.7 29.9 7.2 34.3 44.7 10.5
  Petersburg city, Grant, W. Va. 22.4 18.3 -4.1 35.5 36.0 0.6
  Piedmont town, Mineral, W. Va. 28.4 35.6 7.3 31.7 51.0 19.3
  Romney city, Hampshire, W. Va. 23.6 27.0 3.4 37.2 51.3 14.1
% of Total Family HH % Below Poverty Level
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Table 8. Married-Couple Family Households by Poverty Status, 1990 and 2000 
 
 
Source: STF-3 Census 1990 and STF-3 Census 2000, U.S. Census Bureau. 
 
Median Family Income 
Another way to see the socioeconomic status of family households is by looking at their 
median family income. Table 9 compares the median family income among regions. It 
shows that counties in the Eastern Panhandle region recorded higher median income than 
counties in the Potomac Highlands region and the state, regardless of the family type. In 
2000, the median family income in the Eastern Panhandle ranged from over $40,000 to 
over $50,000. In the Potomac Highlands region, the median income ranged from nearly 
$34,000 to nearly $38,000, which was close to the state average median income of nearly 
$36,500. Jefferson County was the county with the highest median income. Moreover, 
this county had outgrown other regions by registering a 47.2 percent increase in the 
median income from 1990 to 2000. Thus, in 2000 the median family income in Jefferson 
County ($51,351) was even higher than that in the nation ($50,046). 
 
Region 1990 2000 1990 2000
Percentg. 
Point Chg.
Region VII 83.9 80.3 7.2 5.4 -1.8
West Virginia 82.0 79.4 11.6 9.1 -2.5
United States 79.5 76.7 5.5 4.9 -0.6
Eastern Panhandle region 83.3 79.5 5.7 4.3 -1.5
  Berkeley  82.5 78.2 6.0 4.3 -1.8
  Jefferson  83.2 79.9 4.7 3.9 -0.9
  Morgan  87.3 84.4 7.0 5.3 -1.7
Potomac Highlands region 84.7 81.6 9.3 7.2 -2.1
  Grant  84.3 83.8 9.0 9.5 0.5
  Hampshire  85.7 80.3 11.2 6.5 -4.7
  Hardy  85.3 82.4 7.4 6.8 -0.6
  Mineral  84.0 81.6 7.7 7.8 0.1
  Pendleton  84.9 80.3 13.4 4.5 -9.0
Major Cities in Eastern Panhandle
  Bath (Berkeley Springs), Morgan, W. Va. 73.5 69.5 3.3 13.2 9.9
  Bolivar town, Jefferson, W. Va. 85.6 71.2 8.2 4.7 -3.5
  Charles Town city, Jefferson, W.Va. 73.9 71.5 5.6 6.8 1.2
  Corporation of Ranson town, Jefferson, W. Va. 70.6 60.8 1.7 12.4 10.7
  Inwood CDP, Berkeley, W. Va. 85.6 91.1 4.1 0.0 -4.1
  Martinsburg city, Berkeley, W. Va. 78.3 66.4 7.1 7.4 0.2
Major Cities in Potomac Highlands
  Fort Ashby CDP, Mineral, W. Va. 90.6 87.4 4.0 3.8 -0.2
  Franklin Town, Pendleton, W. Va. 79.9 81.0 2.2 1.7 -0.5
  Keyser city, Mineral, W. Va. 77.1 72.0 6.0 8.0 1.9
  Moorefield town, Hardy, W. Va. 77.3 70.1 8.0 9.2 1.2
  Petersburg city, Grant, W. Va. 77.6 81.7 7.0 6.5 -0.5
  Piedmont town, Mineral, W. Va. 71.6 64.4 15.5 10.2 -5.3
  Romney city, Hampshire, W. Va. 76.4 73.0 6.4 4.7 -1.7
% of Total Families % Below Poverty Level
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Two counties in the Potomac Highlands region with the lowest median income in 1990 
(Hampshire County and Pendleton County) had also achieved the largest increases in the 
median family income (by 55.7 percent and 54.9 percent, respectively), suggesting that 
they were catching up the other regions. 
 
The data also reveals that the median income for the married-couple families ranged from 
about 1.5 to over 2 times of that for the single-parent families. This is such a significant 
difference, suggesting that single-parent families have much higher likelihood to become 
poor than the married-couple families.  
 
Table 9. Median Family Income, 1990 and 2000 
 
Source: STF-3 Census 1990 and STF-3 Census 2000, U.S. Census Bureau. 





Region VII -- -- -- -- --
West Virginia $25,602 $36,484 42.5 $41,113 $20,133
United States $35,225 $50,046 42.1 $57,345 $27,682
Eastern Panhandle region -- -- -- -- --
  Berkeley  $32,040 $44,302 38.3 $50,112 $24,680
  Jefferson  $34,887 $51,351 47.2 $58,412 $27,041
  Morgan  $28,252 $40,690 44.0 $44,185 $26,875
Potomac Highlands region -- -- -- -- --
  Grant  $25,327 $33,813 33.5 $37,167 $19,004
  Hampshire  $24,164 $37,616 55.7 $41,343 $18,482
  Hardy  $25,843 $37,003 43.2 $40,600 $20,164
  Mineral  $26,895 $37,866 40.8 $40,890 $21,966
  Pendleton  $22,500 $34,860 54.9 $37,539 $24,429
Major Cities in Eastern Panhandle -- -- -- -- --
  Bath (Berkeley Springs), Morgan, W. Va. $24,342 $33,333 36.9 $40,000 $21,500
  Bolivar town, Jefferson, W. Va. $31,750 $47,375 49.2 $55,804 $27,188
  Charles Town city, Jefferson, W.Va. $35,994 $43,547 21.0 $52,880 $21,655
  Corporation of Ranson town, Jefferson, W. Va. $27,147 $30,676 13.0 $38,462 $16,250
  Inwood CDP, Berkeley, W. Va. $37,868 $46,484 22.8 $50,774 $28,750
  Martinsburg city, Berkeley, W. Va. $28,899 $36,954 27.9 $45,313 $23,750
Major Cities in Potomac Highlands -- -- -- -- --
  Fort Ashby CDP, Mineral, W. Va. $30,586 $40,847 33.5 $41,800 $34,464
  Franklin Town, Pendleton, W. Va. $27,109 $40,500 49.4 $48,036 $23,125
  Keyser city, Mineral, W. Va. $26,276 $32,708 24.5 $37,727 $17,137
  Moorefield town, Hardy, W. Va. $23,667 $28,919 22.2 $38,409 $16,786
  Petersburg city, Grant, W. Va. $25,625 $32,941 28.6 $36,650 $16,875
  Piedmont town, Mineral, W. Va. $21,908 $26,964 23.1 $32,321 $13,438
  Romney city, Hampshire, W. Va. $22,061 $34,271 55.3 $47,885 $12,337
Median Income, All Families
Median Income by 
Family Type, 2000
